
 

The Book of Job 

 
 

1. The Book discusses the problem of theodicy and the 

suffering of the innocent that is intimately connected 

with it, because the protagonist is just a man.   

 

2. The Prose and the Poetry are miles apart where the 

sufferer is concerned.   

• The Job of the prose bears the suffering in silent 

patience for which he is rewarded with twice what he had 

before. 

• The Job of the poetry speaks out in his anguish and 

comes ultimately to rail in fury against God.  

 

3. For this reason, prose and poetry have often been set 

apart yet without both the book of Job would be 

impossible.   

 

4. The Prose Narrative deals with a very pious but also 

richly blessed man.  Completely unexpectedly there occur 

disasters which rob him of his possessions, his children 

and also finally his health.  

 

5. But he cannot see either in all this any reason for 

wavering in the slightest from his trust in God.  If God 

gave, then he can also take away.  It is, after all 

impossible to accept the good from him and refuse the 

evil.  

 



6. On one of the audience days in heaven, Yahweh spoke to 

the accuser about Job and his blameless piety.  This 

heavenly public prosecutor had not denied Job’s piety but 

raised doubts about its motive.   

 

7. An important element in the prose story which provides 

an essential background to the unfolding of the story is 

the recurring emphasis that Job is blameless, upright, 

and one who feared God and avoided evil.  

 

8. Another important element is the image presented of 

God.  God is depicted as a God who permits destruction of 

innocent victims just to prove a point.    

 

Sections 
 

The Prologue  

 

sets up a just situation that good is done in order to reap 

prosperity.  Job’s friends will move blatantly along this plance, 

deny you claim to integrity, humble yourself before God and 

you will surely be blessed. 

 

The Dialogue 

 

consists of three long cycles of speeches in which Job replies 

to the speeches of each of the three friends.  The expansive 

speeches of a fourth friend Elihu are a secondary poetic 

addition which separate somehow harshly Job’s challenge to 

God and God’s reply.  

 

 

Job’s three friends come along and for seven days and nights 

are silent when confronted by such misery.  Job breaks the 



silence when his patience is almost exhausted.  Long and 

fruitless discussions between Job and his friends ensue.  

 

 
 

Job and his friends are equally convinced that the suffering 

which has overwhelmed Job comes from Yahweh and that is 

saying something.  The whole dialogue starts on the basis of 

this statement.  From then on opinions differ sharply.  The 3 

friends move along a similar theological line but their 

suggestions and practical suggestions to Job differ.  

 

Job’s friends are saying that no one is sinless before God.  

They are firmly convinced that in Job’s severe suffering God 

has passed judgment and the thought that God could have done 

something unjust is completely inconceivable to them.  Hence 

the most important thing being that Job is led to repentance.  

 

Job too is convinced that his suffering is a direct attack by 

God, a judgment passed  by God.   

 

But the situation appears differently to him than it does to his 

friends.  Job feels that he is right as regards to God and 

continues to protest his innocence.  thus he fails to see in his 

own case any relationship between guilt and punishment. 

 

Yahweh accepted Job’s challenge and judged the rebel worthy 

of a long address.  However the divine speeches fail to provide 

any answers to the problem of innocent suffering and divine 

injustice.  Neither do they undertake a logical rebuttal of 



Job’s charges.  There is no word from God about Job’s 

sinfulness, just an indication that Job has presumed a little too 

much on his own knowledge.   

  

 

 


